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Noisy Offering Went To....

This years noisy offering went to the Heifer Project which
works with communities to end hunger , poverty and care for
the earth.

By giving families a hand-up, not just a hand-out, we empow-
er them to turn lives of hunger and poverty into self-reliance
and hope.

With gifts of livestock and training, Heifer projects help fami-
lies improve their nutrition and generate income in sustaina-
ble ways. We refer to the animals as "living loans" because in

Youth Group Bake Sale

The Youth Group bake sale on December
11th was a success. They made a profit of
$270. $170 of the profit went to help buy

gifts for the Angel Tree and the rest of the

profit went to help buy food baskets
through Red River Community Action.

The Youth Group had lots of fun and want

to say thank you for your support.

exchange for their livestock and train-
ing, families agree to give one of its an-
imal's offspring to another family in
need. It's called Passing on the Gift — a
cornerstone of our mission that creates
an ever-expanding network of hope
and peace.

(http:/ /www.heifer.org/ourwork /our-work)
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Wednesday Night Live

semester came to an end December

14th. The children got to make crafts and jump in the bouncy

of the semester party. There was a

meal of hot dish and fun was had by all.

Spring semester is going to start up again January 18th. We
are always looking for volunteers to help serve food, helping
with dishes, picking the children up from school at 3pm and
bringing them to the church. If you are interesting please call
Nide| church office or talk to Rody for more information.

REUSE * REDUCE * RECYCLE

Look for recycle baskets throughout the church..
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Use a washable mug to help reduce waste.

The Mission of First Presbyterian Sunday PrOgramS fOl'

As followers of Jesus Christ, we will

nurture a Christian community that: Children
grows in God’s love, (available during 9:00am Service)
cares for one another, and O Young Children
responds to the needs of the world. f@ﬁa\{oea C'asrs\e‘ and Worship

Examples of how First Pres strives to
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Grow - page 2 Ages 2-3 years

Care - page 3 Nursery Available 9:00am - Noon

Respond - page 6
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https://secure1.heifer.org/fund-a-project.html
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We Grow in God’s Love
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BOARD OF PENSIONS

EDUCATION TALK NOW
AVAILABLE ONLINE

2,

The current edition of Education Talk, a news-
letter of the Board of Pensions of the Presbyter-
ian Church (U.S.A.), contains articles on the
Christmas Joy Offering, and healthcare reform
and retirees. It also provides multiple tax re-
sources. The publication is at: http://
www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?
open=514&objID=71065&mode=2

From Keeping in

Thank Yr@nusyedo

Lakes and Prairies

SYNOD SCHOOL 2012: 'SINGING THE
LORD'S SONG IN A STRANGE LAND’

The next installment of the annual midsum-
mer ministry of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), is starting
to take shape. It will be held Sunday through
Friday, July 22-27. It takes place at Buena
Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. Carol
Howard Merritt, author of "Tribal Church: Min-
istering to the Missing Generation" and
"Reframing Hope: Vital Ministry to a New Gener-
ation," will be the convocation speaker. Addi-
tional details can be found at
www.lakesandprairies.org/school.html

From Keeping in Touch - Synod of Lakes and Prairies

Thank you so much for
the comfy pajamas, slip-
pers & body wash. I also

Thank You

thank you for the books &
socks for my son Evan!
This really means a lot to
us and is very much ap-
preciated! Merry Christ-
mas and God Bless!

Jessica & Evan

We serve

FAIR TRADE
—

Cynthia Shabb,
Program Director for Global Friends Coalition.

On behalf of the Global Friends Coalition, I would like to
thank you for your most generous gift! Your Soup Sampler
was a HUGE success! We appreciate the support that the
First Presbyterian church is providing Global Friends. Your
gift will help us serve New Americans in 2012! It was a
pleasure to be part of your services and to meet your mem-
bers. A most sincere Thank You!

Fair Trade Certified
coffee and tea.

A cup of justice
Coffee and tea are
available for purchase.
See the display in the Great Room.

Communion

Sun
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"A big thank you to all
who provided soup,
bread, and/or donations
to the successful Soup
Sampler on Nov 20. We
were able to donate a
check for $1,168.

From Karen James,
Anne Walker and Karen
Tankersley, the Global
Friends Team."

Sunday Worship Times

Visit the Church Library

Cappuccino
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What is Per Capita?

The per capita apportionment is based
on the funds necessary for the Presby-
tery/Synod/General Assembly to do their
essential ecclesiastical work.

Each January the church is billed for
every active member 13 months prior to
December 31st. It is not part of our regu-
lar budget and we ask that those who
can make an additional contribution to
defray the cost. Nonmembers and chil-
dren not yet confirmed are not assessed.
Those who paid at the end of last year
have already contributed for 2012. These
fees provide administrative services by
our presbytery, synod and the General
Assembly. Thank you for your gift.

The 2012 Per Capita Apportionment
breakdown:

Christmas Joy Offering 2011

Fifty percent of undesignated receipts to the Christmas Joy

Offering are distributed to the
Board of Pensions for assistance
programs that provide support to
retired and active church workers
and their spouses and families.
The other fifty percent supports
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges through the
Racial Ethnic and Women's Minis-
tries of the General Assembly Mis-
sion Council.

Whether providing financial assis-
tance to current and former

church workers and their families
or enabling deserving students to
attend Presbyterian-related racial

2011 Christmas Joy Offering

Good News of

ethnic colleges and

schools, your generous Have You Mad ¢ Pl
General Assembly $ 6.50 gifts to the ChristmasJoy | t he Only Cer fgair
Synod of Lakes & Prairies $ 5.00 Offering will bring Good Life®?
Northern Plains Presbytery $31.00 News of Great Joy to the
Total 2011 Per Capita $ 42.50 poor in circumstance or )
spirit. / 2 Did you know
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2:00p Hope Korean

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Worship ; ; . * . ; . s
10:00a KIN Team Office Closed 10a Book Discussion 5:30p *Yoga 9:30a Bulletin 8:00a Men’s

2-5p Korean Wor- 2:00P Wprship 1-3/6-8p *Cqmmunity 1:00p Par‘ish Nurses Folding Breakfast
ship Planning Quilters Available 7:00p Korean Pray- | 9:30a Church Quilt-
1:30p Parkwood er ers
Blood Pressure Communion
Screenings 6:00p Church Quilt-
ers

6:30p Praise Team

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Worship 1:00p *Community | 1-3/6-8p *Community 5:30p *Yoga 9:30a Bulletin 9:00a Quilt Retreat
2-5p Korean Wor- Quilters Quilters 1:00p Parish Nurses | 6:00p KIN @ Day Folding
ship 2:00p Hesed 6:00p Church Quilters | Report 7:00p Korean

TBA Cooking Class 6:30p Praise Team 6:00p Session Prayer

6:30p Finance Team

Communion

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Worship 1:00p *Community | 1-3/6-8 *Community | 1:00p Parish Nurses 1:30p Afternoon 9:30a Bulletin 9:30a Church Quilt-
2-5p Korean Wor- Quilters Quilters 3:00p Wed. Night Book Circle Folding ers
ship ) Live 5:30p *Yoga 7:00p Korean
6-001’},‘?;‘1’;5;‘1’ 6:00p Church Quilters | 5:30p Quilt & Prayer
J 6:30p Praise Team Coffee
Newsletter
Articles
Due
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship 1:00p *Community | 1-3/6-8p *Community | 1:00p Newsletter 5:30p *Yoga 9:30a Bulletin 9:30a Church Quilt-
2-5p Korean Wor- Quilters Quilters Folding Folding ers
ship 1:00p Parish Nurses 7:00p Korean
3:00p Wed. Night Prayer
Live
6:00p Church Quilters

6:30p Praise Team

29 30 31

Worship 1:00p *Community | 1-3/6-8p *Community
2-5p Korean Wor- Quilters Quilters
ship 5:30-7p Love Feast
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January Birthdays

Jan 1 Jack Gregoire Jan 19 Madison Schultz

Jan 1 Paul Linderman Jan 20 Alice Owen

Jan 6 Janel Johnston Jan 21 Quincie Floden
Jan 9 LaVern Grossman Jan 22 Neil Smith
Jan 9  Charles Koerner Jan 22 Bonnie Koerner
Jan 9 Ronald Thaden Jan 23 Priscilla Wagner
Jan 11 Dorrell Felton Jan 26 Cody Anhorn
Jan 12 Bonnie Jacob-Forseth  Jan 26 Lois Oechsle
Jan 13 Tanner Faller Jan 27 Judy Helgerud
Jan 15 Bruce Helgerud Jan 27 Courtney Phelps
Jan 17 Kylie Baier Jan 29 Babs Brenner

Jan 17 Ali Moses Jan 31 John Altepeter

Address Changes

Stephanie Scheurer
1416 Territory Drive
Bismarck, ND 58503

Connie-Marie Fischer
1526 S Columbus Blvd Apt 4
Tucson, AZ 85711

Cory and Angie Floden
14277 340th Ave SW
Euclid, MN 56722

We’'re GROWI N G disciples of Jesus who...

GROWin Goddés |l ove through. ..
we e kwlorghip
regul ar group, studymi 'y & per s
CAREf or one another throughte
d a iptayer
friendshipsi n our church communi:t
RESPONDt o the needs of the worl g
servicei and beyond First Preshbhy
genergving

We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. (Ephe

almont hly pledg
General Fund
or shortly af
hrough@Cch month.
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For your convenience:
Autdeeduction of

Contact HH54&t DT5pick |up a
Sundays.

Diane Lee
Alissa Anderson

John Norman Custodian

Music Ministpueplecat82002@yahoo.
Admini strati veradaspoes@ erstpresgf.

5555 South Washington Street
Grand Forks, ND 58201

4 g%-775-5545 phone

b 70&-775-7599 fax
firstpres@firstpresgf.org
http://www. firstpresgf.org
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We Respond to the World
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Session Notes
by Fred MacGregor, Clerk
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Eleven members met with the Session asking questions concerning former Pas-
tor Gretchen Graf’s resignation and offering advice to the Session on going for-

ward with the various missions of this church.

Elder Karen Tankersley reported on the Global Friends/Soup Sampler raised
$1,168.00.

Elder Karen Tankersley reported for the Worship Committee:
Pulpit Supply:

11/20  Cynthia Schabb, Global Friends Coalition
11/27  Connie Sherwood
12/4 Rev. Nancy Emerson, ([PCUSA) supply with Communion

12/11  Children’s Christmas Program at 9 am, repeated as readings and
Carols by the Worship Team; dedication of the Noisy Offering

12/18  CLP Barbara Ault at 9 am and 11am
12/24  Scripture and Carols at 5:00 pm
12/25 No Worship

Request from member Barbara Beach that Session allocate monies from Amy
Lind fund for Ethiopia Reads. Session VOTED to make decision at January
meeting.

Informed Session the Stewardship letter was mailed last week and Session
members are asked to help call those members not responding to the letter.

Recommend that Personnel Committee review salaries for staff employees.

List of nominees for the various vacant positions is being developed with the
following time frame:

January 12 Examine elders to be placed in nomination
January 22 Congregation Meeting - election
February 5 Ordination of Elders

Session accepted written report submitted by Presbytery delegate Hazel
Merdink for the 3 December 2011 Presbytery video conference held at the
Grand Forks Church.

Budget requests to Dennis Junk by February 6, 2011 from Personnel, Youth,
Worship and Property.

Session VOTED to begin the search for an Interim Pastor as soon as possible.

Session VOTED to appoint 2 current Session Members and 3 past Session
Member to the Interim Pastor Search Committee.

Session VOTED to make use of both recruitment processes to attract Interim
Pastor candidates.

Assistant Clerk reported on correspondence from a member thanking the Ses-
sion for their difficult decisions.

Nominees

There will be a congregational
meeting January 22nd right after
the 11lam service to vote on the
nominees for the year 2013. Mem-
bers are encouraged to attend and
have your voice counted. The
nominees as of December 27,
2011 are;

1 Dennis Junk, Jim Walker, Pat
Phelps for Elder for 2012,
2013 & 2014

1 Barb Beach for United Cam-
pus Ministry

1 Weezie Potter for Endowment
Committee

1 Delphine Gregoire and Karen
James TBA.

More nominees to be announced
at the meeting. We look forward to
seeing you there and hearing your
voice.

Red River Valley
Community Action

We raised enough money to buy 25
food baskets and we provided 15

people with gifts this Christmas
season through the Angel Tree

program through Red River Valley
Community Action.

Help us send
animals

<p°“°v » developing areas
NG THEM WIT " by supporting the
Hel ping troubl gd| yodu noisy offering.

hear the songs o their hearts.

iN Negy Heifer Project International

to farm families in
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If you have an idea for an article

or advertisement that could go in

the newsletter. Please feel free to
contact Alissa at 775-5545 or

firspres@firstpresgf.org.
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Providing Weekend Meals for Hungry Children
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Bring nutritious food at anytime, such as:
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9 Granola Bars 0 Trail

9 Pop Tarts Mix/Popcorn

9 Juice Boxes 1  Canned Fruit
Fruit Snack

 Canned Meals 1 ruit Snacks
Appl

Peanut Butter 1 pplesauce

T Jelly 9 Crackers

Quilt and Coffee §@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@§
% January 19th g £ January S@t
= At 5:30 pm k’s g 5:3( 7:00p@
=1 :
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Wednesday Night Live Congregational Meeting
Need Volunteers! F

s @ Sign up to help serve food Sunday, January 22nd Q@O
u 9
" @ sh P 4 TN r/\

bring snack or pick up kids At Noon

si®

JOIN US Wednesday
AFTER
SCHOOL

Program for Children & Youth begins

January 18th

Elementary Program 3.00pm - 6:00pm
Worship 5:15pm







